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Synopsis

"A superb translation that captures the rhetorical brilliance of the Greek. . . . The translation is
faithful in the very best sense: it reflects both the meaning and the beauty of the Greek text. . . . The
footnotes are always helpful, never obtrusive. A one-page outline is useful since there are no
editorial additions to mark major divisions in the dialogue. An appendix containing fragments of early
Greek love poetry helps the reader appreciate the rich, and perhaps elusive, meaning of eros. . . .
The entire Introduction is crisply written, and the authors&#39; erudition shines throughout, without
a trace of pedantry. . . . this is an excellent book that deservedly should find wide circulation for

many years to come". --Tim Mahoney, University of Texas at Arlington
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Customer Reviews

In this review | will compare 3 editions of Plato’s Phaedrus:1. Alexander Nehamas & Paul Woodruff
(Hackett Pub Co, 1995).2. Stephen Scully (Focus Pub/R.Pullins Co , 2003).3. James Nichols
(Cornell University Press, 1998).1 have given all 3 editions 5 stars for their own unique
perspectives.Throughout the centuries, scholars have debated on what exactly is the central theme
of Phaedrus: is it a dialogue about rhetoric? Or is it about Love? Or perhaps it is about both? If so,
how are we supposed to understand the connection between Rhetoric and Love? The book itself is
divided into 2 parts: the first part is about Love and the second is about Rhetoric, and because of
this division in the book that it generated a lively discussion about Rhetoric versus Love.The 3

editions | review here provided 3 unique perspectives.Nichols argues strongly that Phaedrus is



definitely about Rhetoric, in fact he links Phaedrus to Gorgias. His argument is that in Gorgias, Plato
discusses Rhetoric in relations to justice, and in Phaedrus, he discusses Rhetoric in relations to
Love. Love, therefore is a subordinate subject to Rhetoric.Similarly, Nehamas also argues that
Phaedrus is about Rhetoric albeit not as strongly as Nichols. It is a "sustained discussion of
Rhetoric" in which Plato used Eros as examples. (xxxviii)Scully’s interpretation is slightly different;
this is where | find my own position to be closer to. His argument is that Love and Rhetoric are equal
parts of Plato’s Phaedrus. This unity is possible because "both [love and rhetoric] requires the
philosopher at the helm. As a lover, the philosopher guides the soul of the beloved, as a rhetorician,

he guides the soul of his partner in conversation.
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